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9:30 a.m. –  12:30 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

The Governor’s Prevention Advisory Council (GPAC) convened at 9:30 a.m. on  
April 20, 2007, at the Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs (ADP).  This is a 
summary of the discussions and decisions made during the Council meeting. 
 
OPENING 
 
Michael Cunningham, Acting Chief Deputy Director, welcomed the Council members 
and guests and introduced Renée Zito, ADP’s new Director and Chair of the GPAC. 
 
Director Zito commented on the impressive variety of agency representation on the 
GPAC.  She explained that although she has been in the public health field for 28 years, 
her background is primarily in the treatment side of addiction, and she is looking forward 
to learning more about alcohol, tobacco and other drug prevention from the GPAC 
members. 
 
Director Zito then gave an update on ADP’s Methamphetamine Public Education 
Campaign.  She announced that an advertising agency had been hired, GMMB 
Advertising of Los Angeles.  An information sheet on the agency and the proposed 
campaign was provided to the members in their folders.  Also, the 2007 Meth 
Practitioner’s Reference, which was produced by ADP and the UCLA Integrated 
Substance Abuse Programs, will be available online.  She mentioned that ADP’s 
“2001-2005 Status Report on Programs and Activities”, which was also given to the 
members, shows activities the Department has engaged in over the past five years and 
includes a descriptive section on prevention.   
 
Before proceeding with the meeting, Director Zito announced several membership 
changes on the Council:  (1) Susan Quinn, who was one of the Community Colleges 
representatives, had resigned and Beth Hoffman of Santiago Canyon College would  
be sitting in for her; (2) Lee Chamberlain, who was the representative from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration, is no longer on the Council; 
and, (3) representing the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research was Marie 
Dominguez-Gasson. 
 
Following Council introductions, Michael reviewed the meeting materials.  As he 
reviewed the agenda, Michael explained that the meeting would be focused on the 
State Incentive Grant (SIG) as it was one initial reason for funding the GPAC.  Since it  
has been several years since the counties were awarded SIG funds, and they are now  
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at a point where they are looking at outcomes, two of the SIG counties were invited to 
do presentations.  None of the GPAC workgroups would be reporting, except for the 
Methamphetamine Implementation Workgroup, which was going to present its draft 
toolkit. 
 
COUNCIL WORKGROUP 
 
Methamphetamine Implementation Workgroup 
Nancy Matson, Attorney General’s Office  
 
Nancy Matson discussed the workgroup’s plans to develop a resource guide with the 
help of the Community Prevention Initiative (CPI)/Center for Applied Research Solutions 
(CARS).   
 
Joël Phillips of CPI/CARS and his staff put together a draft meth resource guide, with 
help from workgroup members in the planning process and collecting data.  The 
resource guide document is separated into four content sections:  (1) Introduction;  
(2) Community Coalitions; (3) Approaches and Strategies; and, (4) Resources.  Data is 
still in the process of being collected, as this document will be made applicable to all 
communities. 
 
The next workgroup meeting will be in June; by summer, there will be a finalized 
resource guide for release.  Distribution, training and adoption into communities will also 
be discussed at the next meeting.  Nancy emphasized that the group will make every 
effort to align their efforts with ADP’s Meth Public Education Campaign to strengthen all 
efforts to combat the meth problem in California.  Michael expressed appreciation at the 
thought to interface this guide with ADP’s campaign, and remarked that this guide can 
serve as a resource for the campaign to mobilize community interest and involvement. 
 
Michael also pointed out that the Council has been very product-oriented since its 
inception.  The current work of the Meth Workgroup continues this trend, providing all 
Council members with tools to use in their own respective agencies. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
State Incentive Grant (SIG) Presentations 
 
Prior to the presentations, Michael informed the Council that two SIG counties would 
share what they are doing to address the problem of binge drinking.  He then introduced 
Sharon Dais, ADP Prevention Programs Manager, to introduce the SIG presenters.   
 
Sharon introduced the presenters from the two counties and gave an overview of the 
SIG.  She explained the purpose of the SIG, which was to offer incentives to states to 
provide structured approaches to prevention.  This prevention focus was a major 
catalyst for the formation of the GPAC. 
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She informed the Council that we are in the eighth and final round of SIG grant 
recipients, and this round is very different from its predecessors.  Initial grants had  
focused on youth aged 12-17; now, the population has expanded to ages 12-25 and the 
focus is on binge drinking using environmental/community strategies.  Awards of three-
year grants were given to 13 different counties. 
 
Grantees spent the first year of funding on planning activities and identifying resources.  
Years 2 and 3 were operational years.  Grantees also were required to make a 
commitment to evaluating their own programs, as well as participating in a statewide 
evaluation.  So far the evaluation appears to be gleaning some valuable lessons, which 
will be made available to everyone once the evaluation is completed via the CPI 
website.  CPI is also collecting instruments and tools that counties have been 
developing for these grants.  These will be organized according to the Strategic 
Prevention Framework. 
 
Brenda Armstrong, Prevention Program Manager and SIG Project Director,  
Santa Cruz County - 
 
The name of Santa Cruz’s SIG is Project CURB:  Community United to Reduce Binge 
Drinking. 
 
Project CURB has three major components: 

• Community Awareness 
• Limiting Retail/Social Access to Alcohol 
• Policy/Norm Change 

 
From these major components came short-term and medium-term goals, including the 
following: 
 
Community Awareness 
Short-term 

• Recognize and agree with media and messages 
• Have increased knowledge of: 

- Binge drinking definition and consequences 
- Role of environmental protection strategies in reducing bingeing 
- Consequences of providing alcohol to minors 
 

Medium-term 
• Community perceives youth binge drinking as unacceptable, unsafe, and 

preventable 
 
Limiting Retail/Social Access to Alcohol 
Short-term 

• Retailers increase knowledge about legal consequences and compliance 
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Medium-term 
• Retailers prevent youth access, decrease alcohol theft and alcohol purchased by 

minors 
 
Policy/Norm Change 
Short-term 

• New ordinances are passed (Santa Cruz) 
• Existing ordinances and policies enforced 
• Partners/policy makers promote implementation of environmental protection    

strategies 
 
Medium-term 

• Policies prevent youth access to alcohol 
• Decreased tolerance for and acceptance of underage drinking in residences/at    

parties 
• Decreased alcohol theft and purchases by minors, decreased shoulder tap   

purchases 
 
Ms. Armstrong described some of the lessons learned in the process of implementing 
Project CURB, including the value of one-on-one interviews, the value of community 
and state-level partnerships, and the importance of setting realistic goals. 
 
Next steps for Project CURB include building community support for policy, conducting 
a media campaign on adult provision of alcohol to minors, and the use of surveys and 
data to raise awareness and guide future work.  Also, Project CURB will conduct 
Responsible Beverage Server (RBS) and Sales trainings, conduct compliance check 
trainings and operations, and enforce party ordinance, shoulder tap, and provision laws.  
Finally, Project CURB plans to implement social host ordinances and mandated RBS 
training, as well as enforce policies to change social acceptance and norms. 
 
Sharon O’Hara, Director, Center for Community Action and Training, and SIG 
Project Coordinator, Sonoma County – 
 
The Sonoma County Community Partnership encompasses the communities of Cotati, 
Rohnert Park, and Sonoma State University (SSU).  It is a broad-based coalition with 
two regional workgroups.  The Partnership first conducted an assessment which 
included the collection of new local data.  Implementation efforts, to date, have included 
education, policy change, enforcement, and community organizing/mobilizing.  The 
analysis of local data pointed to problem environments that contribute to binge drinking, 
including: 
 

• “College” environment (both students and non-students) 
• Teen parties 
• Retail environments (sales to minors, services to intoxicated persons) 
• Management of alcohol sales at community events and private celebrations at        
     city facilities 
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The Partnership then established a general theory of change:  If we can reduce and/or 
prevent the factors that contribute to binge drinking among persons aged 14-25 by 
using a combination of evidence-based environmental strategies, it will lead to 
reductions in binge-drinking and related community problems. 
 
The Partnership selected several strategies: 

• Parent Pledge Campaign 
• Social Host Ordinance 
• City Facilities Alcohol Policy 
• “Deemed Approved” Ordinance 
• Conditional Use Permit Ordinance 
• Education for SSU Parents and Students Regarding Policies Procedures and 

Consequences for Alcohol Use 
• Comprehensive Responsible Beverage Service 
• Landlord/Tenant Education and Policy 
• Alcohol Beverage Sales Ordinance 

 
To date, many of these goals have been achieved, including; 

• Parent Pledge/Education Campaign 
• Social Host Ordinance 
• City Facilities Alcohol Policy 
• RBS Training Program Established 
• Regular Compliance Checks at Retail Outlets 
• Responses to Problem Alcohol Outlets 
• Alcohol Beverage Sales Ordinance 
• Partnerships 

 
The Partnership has faced challenges and learned lessons, but has also made great 
strides and experienced positive gains beyond what was expected. 
 
Law Enforcement Executives Forum to Prevent Alcohol Problems Among College 
Students 
Deb Linden, Chief of Police, San Luis Obispo, and Ray DiCiccio, Executive 
Director of San Diego County Policy Panel on Youth Access to Alcohol 
 
The Law Enforcement Executives Forum began with a partnership between Chief Deb 
Linden and the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control that grew out of a 
conversation about the challenges of underage drinking specific to law enforcement in 
college communities.  This is now a statewide project focusing on law enforcement. 
 
Chief Linden described the significant and serious underage drinking problem in her 
jurisdiction.  She explained that one-third of the area’s residents are college students, 
and as such, underage drinking—when it occurs—affects the entire community.   
 
College drinking is the root of the area’s most significant crime problems, injuries, and 
deaths, she explained. 
 

 5



The goals of the Forum are to: 
• Convene law enforcement executives from college campuses and surrounding   
      communities to discuss the extent of the problem in the community. 
• Identify challenges and barriers faced by law enforcement in addressing college 
      drinking. 
• Develop a law enforcement policy agenda based on research, proven best 
      practices, and participant discussion. 
• Produce a final report. 

 
The Forum employs successful research-based strategies toward its goals, including: 
(1) enforcement of minimum drinking laws and alcohol-impaired driving-related laws;  
(2) restrictions on alcohol retail outlet density near college campuses; (3) increased 
price and tax on alcoholic beverages; and, (4) responsible beverage service policies in  
social and commercial settings.  The Forum also uses strategies for off-campus 
parties/alcohol issues, such as a social host safe party campaign, compliance checks, 
DUI check points, party patrols, and controls on alcohol advertising/marketing. 
 
The Forum’s policy agenda includes the following: 

• Set clear rules and consistent enforcement regarding minimum drinking age laws 
• Implement social host and cost recovery ordinances 
• Utilize parental notification 
• Restrict location of alcohol outlets 
• Initiate and support campus-community coalitions 
• Create law enforcement partnerships with regional alcohol enforcement task 

forces 
• Provide adequate resources 
• Use the media strategically 
• Change the permissive culture; send consistent messages 
• Utilize Responsible Beverage Server and Sales Training 
• Implement legislation to address alcohol advertising, marketing, and pricing 

 
To date, this policy agenda has been endorsed by the California Police Chief’s 
Association and the California State Sheriff’s Association.  Chief Linden and  
Mr. DiCiccio requested the GPAC’s endorsement of the policy agenda. 
 
Chief Linden and Mr. DiCiccio then said that since they are attempting to garner support 
for their policy agenda, if additional presentations on the Forum are desired by any 
agency or organization, to let them know, as they are willing to present to any interested 
audience. 
 
Additionally, Mr. DiCiccio stated they would appreciate the GPAC’s endorsement, or the 
endorsement of individual member agencies, of Assembly Bills 345 and 346, alcopops 
legislation.   Michael responded that the GPAC does not endorse or take a position on 
legislation.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• SBIRT/CASBIRT Update -  Michael Cunningham, CASBIRT Project Director, and 
Ray DiCiccio, CASBIRT Project Coordinator 

 
- Michael reported that the CASBIRT grant is moving forward.  An interagency 

agreement has been established with San Diego County, and they have 
contracted with San Diego State University (SDSU) to administer services.  
Currently, they are working to identify hospitals and clinics to provide these 
services, and hope to have services up and running by May.  He introduced 
Ray DiCiccio, who is also the Project Coordinator in San Diego for the SBIRT 
effort through SDSU. 

 
A comprehensive status report on the project will be given at an upcoming 
GPAC meeting. 

 
• Other Announcements 
 

- Meredith Rolfe made a brief announcement regarding the High Rate 
Underage Users Workgroup’s public relations brochure on Student 
Assistance Programs, which was recognized by the Executive Director of the 
National Association for Student Assistance Programs as being “the best 
thing they’ve seen on public relations for SAPs”.  Since the toolkit was seen at 
a national SAP conference, out-of-state requests have been coming in for 
copies of the document. 

 
SUMMARY/CLOSING 
 
Director Zito concluded the meeting by thanking everyone and said she is looking 
forward to working with the members in continuing to develop and improve our alcohol 
and other drug prevention programs and services. 
 
The next GPAC meetings are scheduled for July 20 and October 19, 2007, from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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GPAC Membership - Attendance April 20, 2007 
 

Organization / Task Appointed Members  
 

April 20 
 

1 ADP   Policy Renée Zito P 
   Tech Michael Cunningham P 
   
2 AG   Policy Nancy Matson P 
   Tech Wendy Tully                 P 
   
3 CDE   Policy Vacant  
   Tech Meredith Rolfe P 
   
4 OTS   Policy Chris Murphy A 
   Tech Michele Meadows A 
   
5 UC   Policy Cathryn Nation, M.D. A 
   Tech Michelle Famula, M.D. P 
   
6 CSU   Policy Allison Jones A 
   Tech Paul Oliaro P 
   
7 ABC   Policy David Goss (Acting) A 
   Tech Steve Ernst P 
   
8 DHS   Policy Tom McCaffery A 
   Tech Richard Rodriguez  A 
   
9 OES      Policy  Scott Frizzie A 
   Tech Kirby Everhart P 
   
10 CA Com Coll     Policy   Marianne Estes P 
                                Tech     Beth Hoffman P 
   
11 DSS     Policy Mary Ault P 
                  Tech Susan Nisenbaum A 
   
12 CHP    Policy Ramona Prieto A 
                 Tech William Leist P 
   
13 DOR    Policy Lana Fraser A 
                 Tech Cheryl Grimm P 
   
14 CA Natl Guard    Tech Lt Col Kim Oliver A 
   
Gov’s Rep Cynthia Bryant A 
   Representative:  Marie Dominguez-Gasson P 
   

 
 
P = Present  
A = Absent 
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GOVERNOR’S INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR THE  
PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG PROBLEMS 

GOVERNOR’S PREVENTION ADVISORY COUNCIL (GPAC) 
April 20, 2007  –   9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs 
1700 K Street, First Floor Conference Room 

Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

OPENING 
1.  Opening Remarks  -   Renée Zito              9:30 a.m.  
                                                
2.  Introductions -  All                 
                               
3.  Agenda/Material Review -  Michael Cunningham                              
            
COUNCIL WORKGROUP
4.  Methamphetamine Implementation Workgroup  -                            

Nancy Matson, Attorney General’s Office  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
5. State Incentive Grant (SIG) County -  Brenda Armstrong, Prevention  

  Program Manager and SIG Project Director, Santa Cruz County 
                  

                                -  BREAK - 
                               
6. SIG County – Sharon O’Hara, Director, Center for Community Action 

and Training, and SIG Project Coordinator, Sonoma County                  
 
7.  Law Enforcement Executives Forum to Prevent Alcohol                  
 Problems Among College Students – Deb Linden, Chief  
 of Police, San Luis Obispo, and Ray DiCiccio, Executive Director  

of San Diego County Policy Panel on Youth Access to Alcohol  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  -                          

• SBIR/CASBIRT Update -  Michael Cunningham, CASBIRT  
  Project Director, and Ray DiCiccio, CASBIRT Project Coordinator 

• Other Announcements 
 
SUMMARY/CLOSING  -  Renée Zito                       12:30 p.m.  
                           
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

THE NEXT GPAC MEETINGS ARE TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR: 
JULY 20 AND OCTOBER 19.   
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